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Asalaam U'aleikum/Shalom Aleichem/Peace be Upon You
God of Avraham/Ibrahim, Hajar and Sarah, Yitzchak and Ismail, guide us please
in their footsteps along paths that are so beautifully different and the same. Open
our hearts to know that until we embrace each other we cannot fully embrace
You or be held in the fullness of Your embrace.
Holy One of Being in Whose image each of Your children is created, receive our
tears that flow from so many eyes into one great wellspring of humanity, waters
of life freely cried, rivers that join us all in so much pain and sorrow. As You
comfort us, we shall comfort You, receiving Your tears in the vessel of our
prayers, holding them in the tenderness of our hearts, honoring Your tears, dear
God, with deeds of loving kindness one to another.
Of so many bowed in body and spirit, Healer of Shattered Hearts, bind up our
wounds and make us whole, raise us up to reach for the sky, each of us an angel
in Your service when extending a hand to another. Let us be at all times in the
spirit of those who rushed to the fallen on that day. Give succor to the wounded
and the grieving, healing those of broken limbs and torn bodies that they might
dance and sing and smile again. Hold close to You the souls of those whose lives
were cruelly taken, torn in all their beauty like springtime flowers from the
garden of Earth. May we honor You in the noble and worthy ways of our
honoring them.
Let not our fear give rise to hatred, of finger pointing and blame. That is not the
way You seek of us, not the way to ease Your pain, nor to look beyond our own.
Open our lips to speak Your name with holy words of love and hope, that we not
succumb to tough talk that in its speaking divides people into us and them. We
are all one, and of one faith, whatever its name and path to You, in our city, in
our state, in our country; hands reaching around the whole world in one great
yearning, a prayer for violence to end, a promise to work for peace.
May the echo be heard and magnified, the spirit of their words rising, of a
gathering of imams and rabbis that was held in this holy space, coming to learn
each other's sacred texts, building bridges from heart to heart and house to
house. Let that be the message that goes out from this mosque, from this house of
Your dwelling among us, God of Ibrahim/Avraham, of Sarah and Hajar, of

Ismail and Yitzchak. May we, Your children and theirs, go forth together,
walking hand in hand in the springtime sun toward healing and wholeness.
And let us say, Amin/Amen

